


The Dust Bowl Oklahoma , USA
John Steinbeck wrote in his 1939 novel The Grapes of Wrath: "And then the dispossessed were drawn west- from Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico; from Nevada and Arkansas, families, tribes, dusted out, tractored out. Car-loads, caravans, homeless and hungry; twenty thousand and fifty thousand and a hundred thousand and two hundred thousand. They streamed over the mountains, hungry and restless - restless as ants, scurrying to find work to do - to lift, to push, to pull, to pick, to cut - anything, any burden to bear, for food. The kids are hungry. We got no place to live. Like ants scurrying for work, for food, and most of all for land."

Objective: Students should understand both the physical and human factors underlying soil erosion and appreciate that soil erosion can be reduced by suitable management schemes.

Your Task: Produce an informative essay illustrated from website images, in the style of a newspaper report.  Your news article should educate readers about what took place during the dust bowl years.  You do not need to explain the entire story, rather you can choose to talk about 1 person’s story, or write about 1 aspect of the dust bowl: life for the refugees, dust storms, scientific cause, great depression, other ideas?

In addition to your text, your article must contain at least 1 picture from the dust bowl era.   

To copy and paste a photo from a website;

1. Right click on the image ( ctrl and cleft click)

2. Select “copy image”

3. Click on the location in your Microsoft Word file where you want the image to appear.

4. Hit the Apple button and “V” at the same time to paste the image.

By studying the website below you may find out more about this early 20th Century environmental disaster.
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/enquiry/we23.htm

Checklist:

Title 1pt
Your name 1pt
Article at least 2 paragraphs long 2pt
At least 1 image 1pt
